
  
 

MAY 9, 2021 
 

Comfort in the midst of conflict: 
Revelation 1  
 

The title is one of the opening words of the book. “Revelation” is an 
accurate and helpful translation of the Greek word which is also 
rendered “Apocalypse.” Immediately we hear that the 
book’s ultimate author is Jesus Christ, who gives it to show (make 
known, reveal) what is going (what must) to take place. His intended 
audience is “his servants,” those who already know him and listen 
to his voice.  Revelation isn’t intended to comfort unbelievers… its 
purpose is to assure Christ’s believers of his victory. 
 

As always, when Jesus speaks he does so not to confuse and 
discourage but to comfort and encourage his flock. Although his words 
are sometimes difficult to understand, we remember that these words 
are spoken by our Savior. He has spoken to us before. We look to other words he has given us, 
remembering that he is our Good Shepherd. He speaks in order to lead and guide us. We trust that he 
won’t tell us anything in this revelation that goes against other very clear words that he has revealed to us 
in the Bible.  This spring on summer our devotions will walk us through this book as God reveals His victory 
to us.  Each week we will approach our study with humility, asking the Holy Spirit to reveal his truth to our 
hearts. These words are from God himself, through Christ, given to John, the disciple whom Jesus loved.   
 

Conflict  
That’s important to remember! Like John, all those who hear these words are loved by the One who 
speaks. That’s important to remember because it wouldn’t have looked like that at first glance. It may not 
have felt like that to John and his fellow first-century believers. It sometimes doesn’t look or feel that way 
for 21st-century Christians either. 
   

John was in exile. He was on an island . . . literally. He had been forcibly removed from family and 
friends, congregation and comforts, to Patmos. Because of his faith in Jesus and his faithfulness in 
proclaiming the good news of Jesus, he was punished.  The year was likely A.D. 95. The Roman 
Emperor Domitian was leading an active and often brutal persecution of the Christians in his empire. There 
was conflict for the church. They might have been asking, “Does God love us? Does he care about us? Are 
we precious in his sight? Are we sons and daughters of the Great King? Will he come for us?”  
 

Comfort  
The church is his bride and needed to hear from her Bridegroom. She needed assurances that he was still 
in charge. She needed reminders of his real and unfailing love. She needed to hear that she was his 
precious possession and that she possessed all that was rightfully his. She needed his comfort in the midst 
of conflict. And that is what he graciously and generously gives her.  We need to hear his voice too. We 
need comfort in the midst of our conflicts. Our prayer is that we would hear just that as we study this 
beautiful Revelation of Jesus.   

Adapted from FIC series by Pastor Tim Westendorf 

 



 
THIS WEEK AT GRACE CHURCH AND SCHOOL   

 

Sunday May 9, 2021 Flowers for the Altar-Karin Schmidt 
8:30   AM  Adult Bible Study in person 
9:3o AM  Worship Service in person with Communion 
and livestream grace-wels.net/worship or facebook.com/GraceWELS 
OFFERINGS CAN BE MAILED TO THE CHURCH  - 7610 NE FREMONT    

                               

Monday  May 10, 2021  
     

Tuesday  May 11, 2021  
Pastor in office 
8:00 AM  5-6 Confirmation Class 
10:00 AM Circuit Meeting in Tigard 

 

Wednesday May 12, 2021 
Pastor in office 
8:00 AM  7-8 Confirmation Class 
1:00  PM   Distance Learning Confirmation Class 
2:00 PM BIC at GLC 
6:00 PM            Google Bible Study – Messages from Jesus 
       

    Thursday  May 13, 2021 – ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
Pastor in office 
8:00 AM  5-6 Confirmation Class 

 

    Friday  May 14, 2021  
Pastor in office 
8:00 AM  7-8 Confirmation Class 
1:00  PM   Distance Learning Confirmation Class 
 

    Saturday  May 15, 2021 
     Pastor in office 
 Sermon Preparation 
  

 Sunday May 16, 2021  -- ASCENSION OBSERVED 
8:30 AM  Adult Bible Study in person 
9:30 AM  Worship Service in person 
and livestream grace-wels.net/worship or facebook.com/GraceWELS 
OFFERINGS CAN BE MAILED TO THE CHURCH - 7610 NE FREMONT        
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Warren Widman: who continues to struggle with health issues at home. 
 

Todd Hafner:  Tyler Hafner’s brother who continues to recover from the effects of COVID. 
 

Mary Ellen Hafner:  Tyler Hafner’s mother whose health is diminishing and awaits the Lord 
to call her home to heaven’s glory. 
 

Andrew Hartwig:  who continues to struggle with diabetic episodes as we pray for 
complete healing and comfort.   
 

Pastor Mark & Janet Swanson: The Swansons are returning to Wisconsin this week as Janet’s mother is 
placed into Hospice care. 
 

Pastor Joe Johnson & Amazing Grace as the Lord has led Pastor Johnson to return his call to Michigan and 
remain at Amazing Grace 
 
 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgrace-wels.net%2Fworship%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2y6H2UkAYK7BgCDIn6lJ3siTLTGxz8Ouu9aTHZKEnyEKCBAUWEzNp-Q2c&h=AT2l-JPuOYktFwO6y4WyMNZOLhoILhltYcZdLWoky6unP_B9RNm-L0UiRbrW7Jvm8pmVdxZM8-8ybPjxXg18HZQH4p8k5j3IfKmMveZgihVsRHJi6__fXqdVRy9Elk1tUrBiG8we0kz4Xb5lUU8qeimklKds
https://www.facebook.com/GraceWELS/?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCBknfjp86y0K4C4VAV6REjQdgycYUBC5NFcoAS7Jwj4C0VZfbp0YTbbKXecA9v9HkiHL2B_A_VQoZw&fref=mentions
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgrace-wels.net%2Fworship%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2y6H2UkAYK7BgCDIn6lJ3siTLTGxz8Ouu9aTHZKEnyEKCBAUWEzNp-Q2c&h=AT2l-JPuOYktFwO6y4WyMNZOLhoILhltYcZdLWoky6unP_B9RNm-L0UiRbrW7Jvm8pmVdxZM8-8ybPjxXg18HZQH4p8k5j3IfKmMveZgihVsRHJi6__fXqdVRy9Elk1tUrBiG8we0kz4Xb5lUU8qeimklKds
https://www.facebook.com/GraceWELS/?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCBknfjp86y0K4C4VAV6REjQdgycYUBC5NFcoAS7Jwj4C0VZfbp0YTbbKXecA9v9HkiHL2B_A_VQoZw&fref=mentions


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Weekly Mowing!  
Please consider signing up for spring and 
summer lawn care.  The lawn at church 
needs to be cut every week… can you sign 
up for a weekend to cut.   
 
 
 
 

 

Weekly Cleaning!  
Please consider signing up for spring and 
summer church cleaning.  The church 
building needs to be cleaned each week 
and we could use your help!   
 

 

Various jobs for this week! 
 We have some new shrubs to plant 

this week.   Please contact Pastor 
Bitter if you would like to plant. 

 Putting items into the basement.  If 
you can help carry some things into 
the basement this week please let 
pastor know.   

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Person & Live Streamed on Facebook 
Starts Sunday, October 11th  
8:30 – 9:15 AM Grace Church 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
Attention Parents! In light of current challenges related to classroom 
gathering, our church is introducing a new approach to Sunday school!  
 
This year Sunday School lessons will be taught by experienced WELS 
teachers and will be available free via YouTube. The engaging and age 
appropriate Lesson Videos will tie to printed Student Lessons that our 
church will provide to you at no cost. This new approach presents an easy 
yet meaningful way for you to encourage your child’s faith in Christ.  
 
Each week, you will receive an email from Pastor containing all the 
lessons and the YouTube links. Simply print the appropriate lesson and 
click on the appropriate You Tube link for your child and bring Sunday 
School into your home! 
 
Each week we will also feature a book of the bible.  In the 
announcements we will include the book from the previous week and the 
new book feature for this week.    
 
We will also include the YouTube link for the previous week’s Chapel Chat 
from Grace School with Pastor Bitter or Mr. Eternick. 
 
May God bless your child as we together continue to share His love with 
the next generation! 

 



 

 

 



 
Wednesday Evenings at 6PM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Online via Google Meet 
(invite will be sent via email) 

 

ALSO … you can join in person 
at Grace Church if you prefer at 

6:00 PM. 
For the next few weeks, as a trial run, we will offer the class in  

person at Grace Church to see if there is enough interest in 
adding in person to our Google Meet.    

 



 
 

 
 

everyoneoutreach.com 

The WELS Commission on Evangelism has developed a 
new program called “Everyone Outreach” to help 
focus congregations and their members on Jesus’ 
command to make disciples. 
 

“If you look at WELS churches that are growing, the 
main ingredient is that they have an outreach culture,” 
says Eric Roecker, director of WELS Evangelism. “The idea of this program is to create that culture so that 
every member and every ministry are focused on reaching the lost. Then it becomes clear that outreach is 
not an afterthought or something the evangelism committee does. It is who we are and what we do.” 
 

This personal witnessing mindset is important in post-Christian America. “People who aren’t interested in 
Christianity in any way aren’t going to be reached by corporate outreach for the most part,” says Roecker. 
“It’s going to take each of us showing love to our unchurched friends and neighbors and then looking for 
opportunities to lead them to the gospel.” 
 

Roecker is quick to point out that Everyone Outreach is not going to train people how to do outreach. 
Instead, it is designed to help a congregation discover its thought habits and develop new thinking and 
behaviors that build a culture of outreach. 
 

The program begins with a two-day workshop at the congregation, where facilitators will use group 
exercises and reflection, grounded in God’s Word, to explore and adjust the congregation’s culture. 
 

But it isn’t just a one-and-done experience for the congregation. Attendees will leave with an outreach 
partner and their own personal commitment statements for accountability and encouragement. The 
program also will provide ongoing support through e-mails, text messages, meeting starters, and sermon 
thoughts, which will reinforce the changes that were discussed in the workshop. 
 

The commission has worked closely with Kurt Nitz, a lay member at Christ Our Savior, Rockford, Mich., and 
also an expert on culture transformations, to put together the program. This spring, 40 pastors will be 
trained to facilitate the workshops, with the plan to start offering workshops to congregations this fall. 
 

Learn more about Everyone Outreach at everyoneoutreach.com. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Next Mary and Martha meeting has changed to May 18h at 10:00-12:00 in the 
fellowship hall.  All COVID-19 precautions will apply.  That said, there will be 
coffee and treats!  Bible study and lots to discuss! Hosting is Cathy Gillespie 
 

Mary and Martha are collecting old medication bottles for use in  the Africa 
Medical Mission. Please bring them to church by June 6th. You may leave the 
medication bottle in the church kitchen.  If you have any questions please 
contact Faye Rutstein at 360-931-9020  
 
 

http://everyoneoutreach.com/
http://everyoneoutreach.com/


 



 



 



 
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS FOR THE WEEK OF EASTER 6 2021 

 
 
Sunday   Acts 1:1-5 

 What are the various thoughts Jesus squeezed into the first two verses? 

 What is a summary of the instructions to the disciples? v3  

 What very basic instruction is recorded elsewhere?  Matthew 28:18-20.  Luke 24:44-49 

 On one occasion he gave them a very vital instruction. v4  

 To whom does he refer once again as He ends His earthly ministry?  v5 

 How would you sum up the ministry of Jesus during those 40 days after Easter?  Luke 24:44-49 

Monday  Acts 1:6-11 

 What concept did the disciples still not grasp? v6 

 What vital answer did Jesus give?  How and when will they understand? 

 What were the disciples doing as Jesus disappeared into heaven? 

Tuesday  Peter 4:12-17 

 Should serious trial and tribulation afflict us?  Why or why not?   

 Should such happenings surprise us? 

 Why is it suggested that we rejoice when such things happen? 

 For whom are we suffering?  Why is this something in which to glory? 

 Why is it a privilege to bear the Name of Christ/Christian?  1 Cor.8:1-12 

Wednesday  1 Peter 1:6-11 

 List the various bits of advice God gives us through Peter in verses v6-9.  

 Describe the role of Satan in all of this.  What does God call Satan? v8 

 What has God made of us?  What is God’s role in all of this?   

 Can we depend on God to protect and help us?  Romans 8:26-28 

 Explain the God of all grace.  V. 10 

Thursday  John 17:1-5   Read entire chapter first. 

 What four events would Jesus have in mind which would glorify Him? 

 What hour has come?   Who besides Jesus will be glorified at the same time? 

 What is the significance of the message in 3 and 4 for us people?  Mt. 7:29; 9:6. 

 What is Jesus’ request in verse 5?  How will returning “home” to heaven glorify Jesus? 

Friday   John 17: 6-9 

 How did certain people become Jesus’ disciples?  What did Jesus do for them?  6 

 What have these men obeyed?  What do they know? 7-8 

 For whom else did Jesus pray?  Why?   For whom does Jesus NOT pray?  Why not? 

 How does Jesus help us with our prayers?  Hebrews 8:19-20. 

Saturday  John 17:10-11 

 How does Jesus proclaim His equality with God in 10?  John 17:20-22. 

 What is Jesus asking for in our regard in this part of His prayer? 

 How can this happen?  John 8:31-32;   1 John 2 – a good chapter to read to bring this week of 

devotions to a close. 

 


